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Rick Fredkin never went to college. Or for that matter, high school, at least in the traditional sense. So of course he’s 
started a company selling educational software to schools.

“Education works best when it’s something that you want to do,” says Fredkin, describing both his atypical upbring-
ing and his Watertown-based company, Eduporium. A startup with a dozen-plus employees, it’s an offshoot of his 
Hardwick Technologies computer consulting firm.

Eluding formal education runs in the family. Fredkin’s father, Edward, left CalTech after a year to join the Air Force, 
becoming a computer programmer in the emerging field in the 1950s. He later held professorships at MIT and other 
prestigious institutions, as well as once running Boston’s Channel 7 (then WNEV-TV.)

Born into that environment (in which houseguest Bill Gates once entertained the toddler by rewriting a game pro-
gram for him), Fredkin accompanied his father at scientific conferences around the globe. He left Brookline’s public 
schools at 13 and was running his own computer consulting firm by the time he took the GED three years later. Now 
a father himself, Fredkin, 34, and his wife, Ingrid, live in Brookline with their two young children. He spoke recently 
with Business Journal correspondent Robin Washington. 

Were you officially homeschooled? Yes. I submitted time sheets. 
I would take night classes at Newbury College. My first job was at a 
company in Cambridge. I was programming, doing real-time industri-
al controls for factories. The second year I taught this corporate class 
on how to use the software. These were all adults in the industry. This 
was all very amusing for everyone involved. One of things was under 
14 you can’t be paid. So I got around it by starting a corporation. I 
could be all the officers of the corporation.

Well, technically you couldn’t, because you’re not allowed to 
sign a contract under 18, though I’m not a lawyer. I went to an 
attorney. It was a very well-respected firm here in Boston.

Are there barriers for you? A lot of the academic publishing 
houses want degrees galore for anybody who touches their products. 
The technology world has less of that credential aspect. Also, what 
we’re talking about a lot of times is new. Who’s the expert in it? It’s 
the people who are doing things in that frontier. When we’re talking 
to schools, a lot of times they’re learning about these things from us. 
We’re looking for products that they need to be part of this new world.

Do you really need new materials? A math book is a math book. 
That’s true until you no longer have a math book. Today you are 
disabled without access to a computing device. There are things like 
the Raspberry Pi. It’s a computer the size of a credit card and it’s $35. 
It can browse the web, word process. It’s from a nonprofit out of the 
U.K. The point is, this product was well-known in engineering circles. 
We’re a reseller of  
technology products. We go out and search for these products.

What was the game Bill Gates rewrote for you? I think it was 
basically a two-lane road and there was a little car, and you pressed 
the spacebar and it would move the car from lane-to-lane and there 
would be these donkeys that would appear in one lane or the other. 
You would press the spacebar to avoid the donkey. I liked to hit the 
donkey. The donkey would change into four pieces and go across the 
screen.

That reminds me of my Vic 20 about the same time. Somebody 
told me, “There is nothing you can do on the keyboard of your comput-
er that would affect its inner workings.” I took that as a challenge and 
arbitrarily went in and started  
deleting lines in a program called “Tank vs. Air Command.” I got it so 
that the turret of the tank would start disintegrating. That’s how you 
learn and get better. That’s how you learn to program, actually.

Will you go back and get academic credentials? There has to be 
something you just want to learn; medieval French  
literature, perhaps. There is a large body of stuff that I don’t know 
about that I would love to learn. Unfortunately, with this whole 
24-hours-in-a-day thing and sleep and family and trying to start a 
company and everything else, I’m light on time right now.

What are your hobbies? I like to ski. I’m a pilot. That’s an expen-
sive hobby. This company needs to be a big success so I can continue 
it.


